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Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy 

NLRS has become a hot topic throughout the state of Illinois and the 97 Soil and Water 

Conservation Districts. It is a focal point and will be one of the main goals for districts 

for many years to come!  

Why is it so important? 

Nutrient Pollution is a major threat to water quality in Illinois and the Gulf of Mexico. 

Over  the decades, state and local efforts to control nutrients have yielded positive re-

sults, but new strategies are needed to improve the effectiveness of existing water quali-

ty programs and secure the long-term health of water bodies in Illinois and throughout 

the Mississippi River Basin. 

What is Nutrient Pollution? 

Plants and animals need nitrogen and phosphorous to survive. But when too much of 

either is carried in runoff from city streets and farm fields or flows out of wastewater 

treatment plants, it can fuel algal blooms that decrease oxygen needed by aquatic plants 

and animals. In the Gulf of Mexico, nutrients washed down by the Mississippi River 

have created a ñdead zoneò that covers thousands of square miles. Algal blooms also 

lower property values , hinder recreation, and threaten public health. In addition, nu-

trient pollution can degrade drinking water quality and require utilities to install costly 

treatment equipment.  

To help protect local streams and the Gulf, Illinois and 11 other states in the Mississippi 

River Basin have pledged to develop strategies to reduce the nutrient loads leaving their 

borders. These strategies are part of a national plan developed by the Mississippi River, 

Gulf of Mexico Watershed Nutrient Task Force to reduce the size of the Gulf of Mexico 

hypoxic zone.  

While Soil and Water Conservation Districts will be doing their part to address this is-

sue, it will require collaboration from federal agencies, cities, non-profits and most im-

portantly, landowners and producers. 

If you would like to know how you can help, and also find out about our cost-share pro-

grams to help implement these NLRS practices, call us at 309-582-5153 ext. 3 for more 

information! 

MERCER COUNTY  

SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 72ND  

ANNUAL MEETING 

The Mercer County Soil and Water Conservation District will hold its 

72nd Annual Meeting on February 20, 2018. The meeting will be held at 

the USDA Building at 308 SE 8th Avenue, Aledo, Illinois. The meeting 

will begin at 9:00 a.m. The board will review and approve the minutes 

and treasurerôs report of the previous years meeting. Chairman Brian 

Cirks and staff will give reports on the previous year. There will also be 

an election of three directors to serve on the board for a two year term. 

All persons, firms or corporations who hold legal title or are in legal pos-

session of any land lying within the boundaries of the said district are eli-

gible to vote at said election, whether as lessee, renter, tenant, or other-

wise. Only such persons, firms or corporations are eligible to vote. Cof-

fee and refreshments will be served. For more information call the district 

office at (309) 582-5153 ext. 3. 

 

We would like to wish you and 

your families a very Merry 

Christmas and a Happy and 

Prosperous New Year! 
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